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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Scott A. MacKenzie 
Department of Political Science 
University of California, Davis 

One Shields Avenue 
Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 752-0966 

Email:  samackenzie@ucdavis.edu 
 
 
Positions: 
 
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of California, Davis. 

 July 2009-present. 
 
 
Education: 
 
Ph.D.  Department of Political Science, University of California, San Diego, La Jolla, CA, 2009. 

Committee:  Samuel Kernell (Chair), Steven P. Erie, Keith T. Poole, Matthew S. Shugart, 
Kate Antonovics 

 
M.P.P.  Harris School of Public Policy Studies, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, 2001. 
 
B.A.  Department of History, Columbia University, New York, NY, 1996. 
 
 
Publications: 
 
Paradise Plundered:  Fiscal Crisis and Governance Failures in San Diego (with Steven P. Erie 

and Vladimir Kogan).  Stanford:  Stanford University Press.  Forthcoming in 2011. 
 
“From the Chicago to the L.A. School:  Whither the Local State?” (with Steven P. Erie).  In The 

City, Revisited:  Urban Theory from Chicago, Los Angeles, and New York.  Edited by 
Dennis R. Judd and Dick Simpson.  Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press.  2011. 

 
“Redevelopment, San Diego Style:  The Limits of Public-Private Partnerships.” (with Steven P. 

Erie and Vladimir Kogan).  Urban Affairs Review 45:  608-643.  2010. 
 
“Southern California’s Crown Jewels:  Historical Governance and Finance Lessons” (with 

Steven P. Erie).  Public Works Management & Policy 14(3):  205-245.  2010. 
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“Crown Jewels:  Infrastructure and Growth” (with Steven P. Erie).  In Companion to the History 
of Los Angeles.  Edited by William Deverell and Greg Hise.  Malden, MA:  Blackwell 
Publishing, Inc.  2010. 

 
“The L.A. School and Politics Noir: Bringing the Local State Back In” (with Steven P. Erie).  

Journal of Urban Affairs 31(5):  537-557.  2009. 
 
 
Working Papers: 
 
“From Political Pathways to Senate Folkways:  Careerism in the U.S. Senate, 1868-1944.”  

Working paper, University of California, Davis. 
 
“Informing the Electorate?  How Party Cues and Policy Information Affect Public Opinion about 

Initiatives” (with Cheryl Boudreau).  Working paper, University of California, Davis 
  
“Global Gateways and Economic Development:  Evidence and Lessons from New York and Los 

Angeles Airport, Seaport and Freight Rail Systems” (with Jameson W. Doig and Steven 
P. Erie).  Under review as a chapter in New York and Los Angeles:  The Uncertain Future 
at University of Chicago Press. 

 
“Going Up, Getting Out or Moving In?  Congressional Career Paths and Their Effects on 

Reelection and Retirement.”  Working paper, University of California, Davis. 
 
“For Mayors, the Future Is Now:  The Effects of Political Experience on Mayoral Reelection and 

Retirement.”  Working paper, University of California, Davis. 
 
“Individual Rewards for Collective Responsibility:  Party Loyalty and Committee Assignments 

in the House of Representatives, 1877-1940” (with Samuel Kernell).  Working paper, 
University of California, Davis. 

 
“Boom, Bust and Beyond:  Regional Trade, Infrastructure and Stimulus Strategies in Los 

Angeles and San Diego” (with Steven P. Erie and Vladimir Kogan).  Working paper, 
University of California, Davis. 

 
“From Friends and Neighbors to Mass Publics:  Ideological Responsiveness and At-Large 

Elections to the House of Representatives, 1842-1968.”  Working paper, University of 
California, Davis. 

 
 
Presentations: 
  
“From Political Careers to Career Politicians” (with Samuel Kernell) 

• Presented at the annual meetings of the Midwest Political Science Association, 
Chicago, IL, March 31-April 3, 2011. 
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“Informing the Electorate?  How Party Cues and Policy Information Affect Public Opinion about 
Initiatives” (with Cheryl Boudreau) 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the Midwest Political Science Association, 

Chicago, IL, March 31-April 3, 2011. 
 

“America’s Leading International Trade Centers and their Entrepreneurial Agencies:  Challenges 
and Strategies in the New York and Los Angeles Regions” (with Jameson W. Doig and 
Steven P. Erie) 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the Urban Affairs Association, New Orleans, LA, 

March 16-19, 2011. 
 

“What Were the Voters Thinking?” (with Cheryl Boudreau). 
• Presented at the “Special Post-Election Policy Watch Seminar,” University of 

California, Davis, Institute of Governmental Affairs, Davis, CA, November 3, 2010. 
 

“From Political Pathways to Senate Folkways:  Careerism in the U.S. Senate, 1868-1944” 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association, 

Washington, DC, September 2-5, 2010. 
 

“Boom, Bust and Beyond:  Regional Trade, Infrastructure and Stimulus Strategies in Los 
Angeles and San Diego” (with Steven P. Erie and Vladimir Kogan) 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association, 

Washington, DC, September 2-5, 2010. 
 

“From Political Careers to Career Politicians” (with Samuel Kernell) 
• Paper presented at the ninth annual Congress and History conference, Berkeley, CA, 

June 10-11, 2010. 
 

“Going Up, Getting Out or Moving In?  Congressional Career Paths and Their Effects on 
Reelection and Retirement” 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the Midwest Political Science Association, 

Chicago, IL, April 22-25, 2010. 
 

“Paradise Insolvent?  From Pension Scandal to Fiscal Crisis in San Diego” (with Steven P. Erie 
and Vladimir Kogan) 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the Western Political Science Association, San 

Francisco, CA, April 1-3, 2010. 
 

“Global Gateways and Economic Development:  Evidence and Lessons from New York and Los 
Angeles Airport, Seaport and Freight Rail Systems” (with Jameson W. Doig and Steven 
P. Erie) 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the Social Science History Association, Long 

Beach, CA, November 12-15, 2009. 
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“Boom, Bust and Beyond:  Regional Trade, Infrastructure and Economic Development 
Strategies in Los Angeles and San Diego” (with Steven P. Erie and Vladimir Kogan) 
• Paper presented at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy and Claremont Graduate 

University seminar, “What’s Next for American Cities?  Infrastructure and Economic 
Development in the Post-Boom Era,” Claremont Graduate University, Claremont, 
CA, September 17-18, 2009. 

 
“Going Up, Getting Out or Moving In?  Congressional Career Paths and Their Effects on 

Reelection and Retirement” 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association, 

Toronto, Canada, September 3-6, 2009. 
 

“For Mayors, the Future Is Now:  The Effects of Political Experience on Mayoral Reelection and 
Retirement” 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association, 

Toronto, Canada, September 3-6, 2009. 
 

“What Comes of Experience?  Sequence Analysis of Political Careers” 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the Midwest Political Science Association, 

Chicago, IL, April 2-5, 2009. 
 

“The L.A. School and Politics Noir:  Bringing the Local State Back In” (with Steven P. Erie) 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the Urban Affairs Association, Chicago, IL, 

March 4-7, 2009. 
 

“What Comes of Experience?  Sequence Analysis of Political Careers” 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association, 

Boston, MA, August 28, 2008. 
 

“Strategy and Choice in Political Careers:  The Emergence of Professional Politicians in the 
U.S., 1800-1980” 
• Presented at the State and Local Politics Workshop,” University of California, San 

Diego, Department of Political Science, San Diego, CA, August 18, 2008. 
 

“Global Gateways and Economic Development:  Evidence and Lessons From New York & Los 
Angeles Airport, Seaport and Freight-Rail Systems” (with Jameson W. Doig and Steven 
P. Erie) 
• Presented at the urban studies mini-conference, “New York & Los Angeles: A 

Comparative View,” American Institute of Architecture, New York, NY, July 10, 
2008. 

 
“From Friends and Neighbors to Mass Publics:  Ideological Responsiveness and At Large 

Elections to the U.S. House of Representatives, 1842-1968” 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the Midwest Political Science Association, 

Chicago, IL, April 3, 2008. 
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“Redeveloping Downtown San Diego:  Millennial Dreams or Nightmares?” (with Steven P. Erie) 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the Western Political Science Association, San 

Diego, CA, March 21, 2008. 
 

“Individual Rewards for Collective Responsibility:  Party Loyalty and Committee Assignments 
in the House of Representatives, 1877-1940” (with Samuel Kernell) 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association, 

Chicago, IL, September 30, 2007. 
 

“Regional Governance Reconsidered:  Southern California Infrastructure” (with Steven P. Erie) 
• Presented at the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association, 

Chicago, IL, October 1, 2007. 
 

“The L.A. School and Politics Noir:  Bringing the Local State Back In” (with Steven P. Erie) 
• Presented at the Urban Scholars Symposium, “Theorizing Cities of the Left, Right, 

and Third Coast,” University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IL, April 10, 2007. 
 

“The 2006 Regional Airport Management Implementation Study:  Final Results From 
Stakeholder Surveys” (with Steven P. Erie and Norman Emerson) 
• Report prepared for the Southern California Association of Governments, Aviation 

Task Force, Los Angeles, CA, December 13, 2006. 
 
“The San Diego County Regional Airport Authority:  Is It Working for San Diego” (with Steven 

P. Erie) 
• Expert testimony prepared for the hearings of the San Diego delegation to the 

California state legislature, San Diego, CA, October 17, 2006. 
 

“The Southern California Regional Airport Authority and Regionalization” (with Steven P. Erie 
and Norman Emerson) 
• Report prepared for the meeting of the Board, Southern California Regional Airport 

Authority, Los Angeles, CA, October 12, 2006. 
 

“Regional Airport Management Implementation Study:  Preliminary Findings From Tier 1 
Stakeholders Survey” (with Steven P. Erie and Norman Emerson) 
• Prepared for the Southern California Association of Governments, Transportation and 

Communications Committee, Los Angeles, CA, October 5, 2006. 
 
“Prospects for and Barriers to Affordable Housing Near Jobs in the Chicago Metropolitan 

Region” (with Peter Lawrence) 
• Presented at the eighth annual Great Cities Winter Forum, “Remaking Chicago,” 

Chicago, IL, November 30, 2000. 
 
 
  



 

6 
 

Awards and Grants: 
 
Small Grant in Aid of Research, Academic Senate Committee on Research, University of 
California, Davis, 2010-2011, $1,800 
 
Research Grant, The John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation, 2010-2011, $57,226 
for project entitled “L.A.’s Global Gateways:  21st Century Governance and Policymaking 
Challenges” (co-Principal Investigator with Steven P. Erie) 
 
Summer Salary Grant, Academic Senate Committee on Research, University of California, 
Davis, 2010, $3,114 for “Congressional Career Paths and Their Implications for Political 
Decision-Making” 
 
Clarence Stone Scholar, Urban Politics Section, American Political Science Association, 
(awarded “for demonstrating strong scholarship at an early career stage”), 2010 
 
Academic Senate Research Travel Grant, University of California, Davis, 2010, $800 for travel 
assistance to the annual meetings of the American Political Science Association, Washington, 
DC, September 2-5, 2010 
 
Junior Faculty Research Grant, University of California, Davis, Institute of Governmental 
Affairs, 2009-2010, $3,000 for project entitled “Congressional Career Paths and Their 
Implications for Political Decision-Making” 
 
Norton Long Young Scholar, Urban Politics Section, American Political Science Association, 
(awarded “for demonstrating strong scholarship at an early career stage and exceptional promise 
for the future”), 2009 
 
Peggy Quon Prize, University of California, San Diego, (awarded to “the Ph.D. student most 
likely to contribute to the scientific study of politics”), 2009 
 
Harris Fellowship, Harris School of Public Policy Studies, University of Chicago, 1999-2001 
 
 
Department Service: 
 
Graduate Affairs Committee, 2009-2010 
Undergraduate Advisor, 2009-2010 
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Teaching: 
 
Undergraduate:  Local Government and Politics, Fall 2009; California State Government and 

Politics, Winter 2010, 2011; California Policy Seminar, Fall 2010-Spring 2011 
 
Graduate:  American Political Development, Spring 2010; Political Research, Fall 2010-Winter 

2011 
 
 
Other Service: 
 
Reviewer, American Politics Research, Business and Politics 
Discussant, Midwest Political Science Association meetings, 2010, 2011 
Consultant, Southern California Association of Governments, 2004-2006 
 
 
Other Publications: 
 
“LAX and the culture of Mulhollandism” (with Steven P. Erie).  Los Angeles Times, Sunday, 

March 11, 2007, p. M6. 
 
Regional Airport Management Implementation Study (with Steven P. Erie and Norman 

Emerson).  Los Angeles:  Southern California Association of Governments.  2006. 
 
Regional Airport Management Study (with Steven P. Erie, Andrew Mckenzie and Susan Shaler).  

Los Angeles:  Southern California Association of Governments.  2005. 
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